July 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

I hope this letter finds you and your family enjoying a peaceful and relaxing summer.   It’s hard to believe summer vacation is half over.   Our school offices and building have been busy in preparation for next school year.  
My family and just returned from a wonderful week in Vermont. Except for the first two days of rain we had great weather and terrific fishing! We hope to get away again during August before the start of school in September.
Speaking of September, here’s an outline of what the first few days of school are going to include this year:

Wednesday, August 31, 2011: Faculty and staff meetings, no school for students.

Thursday, September 1, 2011: Returning 7th and 8th grade students only. Dress is casual for this day. You do not need to wear uniforms. Noon dismissal. Bus service will begin today. No lunch today.

Friday, September 2, 2010: All students, returning and new, will be at school. Uniforms are to be worn today. New students will participate in some orientation activities during the morning. All students will meet with teachers. Orientation meeting for parents of new students will be at 10:45 am. A welcome pizza lunch will be served for new students and their parents at 11:30 am. No lunch for returning students today. (See enclosed orientation response form) Noon dismissal.
Tuesday, September 6, 2011: All students in uniform. Dismissal is at 2:30 pm. Bring lunch today. Aftercare begins today. School lunch program will begin Monday, September 12, 2011. (School Lunch order forms will be sent home in August).

We are pleased to continue to work with “School Reach”. This association will allow us to communicate with families by being able to post announcements through email and voice mail to everyone. 
This year in an attempt to “go green” and save some money we will not be sending home Thursday envelopes. We will continue with our weekly E-News to keep parents informed of events at school. Periodically there may be envelopes sent home with forms that need to be signed and returned. If your family has no access to a computer, please let the office know and we can make arrangements to make sure you receive all communications.
Enclosed with this letter are some key pieces of information and forms that will assist us in a smooth start to the 2011-2012 school year.  Please be sure to review this package carefully.  In this mailing you will find:
School Calendar:  Also on school website: www.stmswh.org.
Sports Permission Form:  It is necessary for any student intending to play any co-curricular sport to complete the STMS sports permission form.  This greatly increases our ability to provide coaches with accurate information at the beginning of a season.
School Supply Check List:  As noted many teachers will give out specific requests for supplies in the first days of school, but the enclosed generic items are a good start.

Flyer(s) from the Mathematics Department (for all students) and Language Arts Department (for incoming 6th grades and transfer students only)
Movie and Cell Phone Permission Forms. 

Notes from the Health Room.
Orientation Form for New Students.
And here are some important reminders and announcements:
STMS Summer Hours:  Summer office hours began the week of June 27, 2011 and continue through August 26, 2011.  The school office will be opened Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8:30am.-2pm. 

Transfer of Records Form:  This pertains to our new students.  In our June mailing, we included this form which you should have completed and mailed to the school that your child attended in the 2010-2011 academic year.   If you have not completed one, please do so as soon as possible.  A copy of this form is available by calling the main office.
All Previous Forms are now overdue (Student Data, Emergency Form, School Directory, School Reach, Milk form – these are accessible from the E-News letter or by calling the school office).
Tuition Contracts & Payments:  Tuition contracts are now due in our offices.  The first tuition installment is due on or before August 5, 2011 and reminder invoices have been mailed to all families that have returned a signed tuition contract.   If you have any questions, please call Mrs. Farrel Luciani, Business Manager.  Students without a signed contract and tuition unpaid by the first day of school may not be allowed to attend the first day of classes.
Emergency Medical Information & Health Forms returned by August 1, 2011.
Class Field Trips:  St. Timothy’s will continue with individual class trips, to be held tentatively for April 25, 2012.  Therefore, the following information may be of help as you and your student plan for the school year ahead.  The cost of the sixth grade trip is approximately $50 (Connecticut Science Museum): the seventh grade trip to Boston is approximately $80 (Science Museum /Quincy Market) and the eighth grade NYC trip is approximately $130 (Broadway Show/ Walking Tour/South Street Seaport).  These are not invoiced items; payment is due along with the signed permission slip in April.
Milk Order Form:  Remember this form is due by July 30th.  Please complete the form even if you do not intend to order milk.   
Wednesday Dismissal Schedule:   On September 8TH we will begin our 1:30 p.m. early Wednesday dismissal time for the 2011-2012 school year. 
School Uniforms & Shoes:  A reminder that all students must be in full uniform on the first day of school, September 2ND (noon dismissal). A uniform letter was mailed home with the June packet. All uniforms are from Lands End (1-800-469-2222/landsend.com/school).  Please note that the girls must wear the SKORT at KNEE LENGTH, no exceptions.

Morning - Students/Bus Drop Off:    Families will continue to drop off students in the parking lot on King Philip Drive.   Bus students will also be dropped off in the parking lot on the King Philip side.   Students will proceed to the North Main Street parking lot to gather instead of the circle.  This is to accommodate the 7:30 a.m. morning mass at the church.   Please be aware that there may be a little more traffic in the morning with parishioners leaving.  Do not drop off students in the circle or the North Main Street Lot.
STMS Book Fair:  Please note that our book fair will be held in early October 3-7, 2011.  More information will be forthcoming in September.  

I wish all families a restful and joyful end of summer.  I pledge to continue the great progress the school has made and ask for your support, help, and prayers.  See you in September!

Sincerely,

Dr. Stephen J. Balkun

Principal
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